Amendments to th<> gBecjfkatjon: 

Please rep ,ace the paragraphs appearing „„ pages ,, | ine „ through page 2 _ , jn£ , 
the following paragraphs: 

Food storage containers as well as containers with lids and bases having deformable 
m.erlocking rims are wcl. known in the art. Such containers may incltrde stacking shoolders as 
» seen, for example, in United States Patent Ajphe^No. 6,467,647 to Tucker e, a, as well 
as Unfed States Paten, ApptaKien-No. 6,.70,696 a.so to Tucker e, al The "647 and 696 patents 
are d.rected to plastic containers inclnding a lid and base wherein the rim of the lid and rim of 
the base have en, back portions around their periphetv to fom, a. leas, two continnons seals 
around the periphery of the container. So also, there is shown in United States Patent 
App«e*ie*No. 6,460,7 16 to Wong a plastic container including a lid and a base each of which 
has a flange and an inverted U-shaped rim. The flanges and nms mate to form four seals A 
large hortzontal seal is provided and two air pockets between seals allow for easy opening. 

United States Paten. Apphea^No. 6,196,404 to Chen shows a container with a lid and 
base which form a series of ,hree self reinforcing seals. A protntsion on the lid reinforces the 
tnple seal between the lid and base by applying force to the base, locking the lid and base 
together. 



Please replace the paragraphs appearing on pages 2, line 25 through page 4, line 6 with 
the following paragraphs: 

In United Slates Paten, AppHea^No. 6,056,138 to Chen there is disclosed a tnple seal 
container including bom a base and a lid. The base is a unitary component inclnding a bottom 
port.on attached to an upwardly extending perimeter wall which is further connected to a 
penpherally extending rim havmg an inner and outer edge. The lid also consists of a unitary 
component with a downwardly extending wall which is connected to a peripherally extending 
nm also having an inner and on.er edge. Upon comae,, ,he edges of the rims fonn ,hree main 
seals. 
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Numerous means have been enjoyed ,o form rim seals between lids and bases of 
| confers. For example, .here is seen in Uni t ed States Paten, A^pMe^,,. 6>260 720 ,„ 
MUCeU e, a,, a highly elastie sealing cover for covering food containers or dishes which 
mcludes an accordion like construction so as to be adaptable to a variety of bases. ' 

| In United Sur.es Palen. AppheaSon-No. 6,021,917 «o Lovell e, al. mere is disclosed a 

P as,ic lid for a pail. The lid has a subs.an.ia„y planar centml section and a peripheral channel 
The channel fits over the pail «o effect closure .hereof. The central secion is spaced from me 
channel by a groove and a ridge each of which ex.end around .he lidjuxtaposed ,o .he channel 
w,,h a groove being adjacen, to ,he channel. Another pail/lid eombina.ion is seen in United 

| States Paten. Apphc^No. 5,328,047 ,o S milh . ,„ ,he '047 paten. there is disclosed a double 
lockmg cover which has a subs«an,ia„y J-shaped locking np which fits into lockmg engagemems 
with a ring on the pail. 88 

| United S«a.es Patent Apptatien-No. 5,377,860 to LMejohn e, al. discloses a food 

container which is a comb.na.ion of base portion and a lid portion made from resilient polymeric 
matenal. The base is a uniuay component including an upwardly projecting peripherally 
extendmg sealing rim having inner ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

tncludmg a peripherally extending sealing channel correspondingly shaped to receive .he sealing 
nm of .he base and particularly .o engage the rim a. me inner and outer sealing arens. 

In addition to sealing rims, various features have been incorporated into food sealing 
contamers such as vents, freshness indicators and the like. As to vents the following art is 
representative: United States Patent A^fetien-No 6,305,546 to Saunters e, al. United States 
Paten, Appheatien-No. 5,780,824 to Matos; United States Patent A^heatien-No. 5,750 967 to 
Sprauer, Jr, United States Paten, Appti^No. 5,039,001 to Kinigate e, a,, Um.ed S<a,es 
Paten, Apptatien-No. Re. 32,739 ,o Terauas; United States Paten, AffHea^No. 4,261 504 ,„ 

Z W ZT^ *T Pa,ent No ' 4,574,174 ,0 McGmis,e; mi United states pate - 

iNO. J,8/j,735 to Chalin et al 



Indoors for identifying container contents and/or freshness indieators for containers are 
| -cnowntntheari. There is shown for exantpie in U„ ited States Paten, 3 ,974 9, 
.o Bartolucci a cup cover with a p luraIity „f raised , dome . shaped ^ ^ rf ^ . $ ' 
capable of tnanua, eversion. Visible indicia associated with each raised portion and , dentifying , 
vanety of contents which can be placed in the cap around the raised dome-shaped portions 
Manual eversion of a selected raised portion thus alters the appearance of the portion to provide a 
vtsua, tndtcation of the identity of the particular contents of the cup. Other containers associated 
wtth tdentifytng indtcia are shown ,„ the following pa tents: Umted States Pate „ ( 
No ,642,605 to Tenner e, al.; United States Patent Afftatien-No. 5,790,7 I8 a.so to Tenner e, 
al, Untied Sta.es Patent AppMoatie.No. 5 ,839,58> ,„ V ag e4es; United States Patent AppHeation 
No. 4,762,248 to Uhlig; and United States Paten, Awtatien-No. 3,8. 8,858 to Kramer e, al 
See, a,so, United Stit.es Patent Application Serial No. 09/277,270 of FerreMe, al, filed March 
26, 1999. 



